INTRODUCTION TO THE ARTICLE _

Margaret Carr and her colleagues have worked in New Zealand to develop
assessment of children’s experiences in relation to the Early Childhood
Curriculum framework in New Zealand which is known as Te Whariki.

She and her colleagues have described five learning dispositions which they
see as outcomes for the Early Childhood Curriculum. The early learning
dispositions resonate with five parallel strands which are in the Te Whariki
Early Childhood Curriculum,

Although children learn as individuals, Margaret Carr and her colleagues
suggest that children are also very much part of a learning community. It is
very important for aduits working with young children, therefore, to pay great
attention to the relationship that develops between the young child’s learning
and the environment in which they learn. She calls these learning
environments “dispositional milieux”. She would like to think that schools
and early childhood settings of all kinds were good dispositional milieux in

ksl

Courage to find something of interest here

" |
B Trust that this is a safe enough place to be involved and to
focus one’s attention

Perseverance to persist when things get difficult
B Confidence to express a point of view or a feeling

Responsibility for justice and fairness and for disposition to take on
another point of view

She helps us to define what dispositions are and gives some practical
examples so that we can see them in action. This is an important project, not
just for children in New Zealand, but for those of us in the UK who are
concerned that outcomes of the Early Childhood Curriculum should go
deeper than subject content, such as knowing particular content in
mathematics (number) or particular pieces of literature and writing. Courage,
trust, confidence, responsibility and perseverance are important and should
never be neglected as we educate our young children.
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